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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of the Champions to 

do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before… to live. 

It’s not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re given a new life in 

more ways than one.  Life is literally starting over again for her, and yet she is still doing what she 

does best: serving humanity as…  

Famed international reporter Pedro 
Duarte has accused “Legacy Warrior” 
John Battle of being a fraud and a 
privateer, selling out Indian Nation 
lands to private businesses. 

Now Battle has to defend his name 
and his family’s legacy.  But it’s not 
easy when the media seems to be 
helping Duarte. 
Future’s Guardian #16 is created using original characters in the Champions Online Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2009-2019, Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the 
Champions Online Game. All original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. Cryptic Studios 
is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. Perfect World Entertainment is a trademark of Perfect World Entertainment, Inc.  All other 
trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions and makes no claim 
on the intellectual property owned by either Cryptic Studios or Perfect World Entertainment. 
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YAVAPAI NATION, ARIZONA - LAND TURNED TO OIL FRACKING 

“When the trucks first 
arrived, we thought 
nothing of them.  They 
weren’t the first to come 
here to build something.” 

“But it didn’t take long 
before we noticed that 
the structures they were 
putting up were not for a 
cultural center.” 

“ARGENT does not build 
cultural centers.” 

They tapped into the 
Verde river for their 
fracking. 

It is the source of 
our water and they 
bled it dry. 

YAVAPAI NATION, ARIZONA 

The land shakes.  
The rocks fall. 

The quakes have 
damaged our 
homes, our 
buildings... Even 
our casino. 

CHIEF CROW - YAVAPAI NATION 

CHIEF CROW - YAVAPAI NATION 

John Battle was the 
one that came to us 
on their behalf. 

He told us the land 
would be used for a 
cultural center. 

We trusted him, and 
he betrayed us. 

Now... Our land is 
cracked and dying. 

This is John 
Battle’s true 
legacy. 

Tribal killer. 

Project Mycroft HQ 
Millennium City, Mi. USA 
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Pretty 
damning 
stuff. 

Tell me 
he’s lying. 

Major Xavier Cross 
Project Mycroft 

John Battle 
Legacy Warrior 

He’s lying. 

Whoever that 
person is, he’s 
not the chief 
of the Yavapai 
people. 

Michael Whitefeather 
is the chief of the 
Yavapai. 

He welcomed me when 
I was fifteen, right 
after I earned my 
blood feather. 

And Sam Arkin was 
the developer who 
reached out to me 
about brokering the 
deal with Michael. 

I had his credentials 
checked beforehand.  
He was no fan of 
resource scavengers 
like ARGENT. 

Well it seems Mister 
Arkin vanished off 
the face of the Earth 
just before the 
story broke. 

Rather convenient if 
you ask me. 

Project Mycroft is now under 
the supervision of Lady Esther 
Glacia*.  She was my mentor, 
but that doesn’t mean she’s 
going to go easy on us. 

I’ve got people looking in 
on this, but this couldn’t 
have come at a worse time. 

(* Last issue) 

Well, I’m under 
advisement from 
my attorney to 
keep low until this 
whole thing gets 
settled. 

No hero stuff, no 
riding around the 
city in my Patriot 
cycle. 

Hell... Can’t even 
go to my favorite 
coffee shop and 
get my morning 
coffee. 

Looks like I’ll 
just have to break 
down and order a 
coffee machine 
online. 
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Then hunker 
down and stay 
put, John. 

Let your lawyer 
do her job and 
we’ll check 
things out on 
our end. 

How much did 
you hear? 

Enough. 

He’s sincere about 
what he believes. 

But that’s not why 
you contacted me. 

Pedro Duarte 
just arrived in 
Millennium City 
for his interview 
with WCOC. 

I need you to 
look into him.  

You have a team of 
agents that can do 
that for you, 
including a traveler. 

You don’t need me. 

I do have a team... 
And one of the 
best for the job is 
pursuing another 
individual. 

And Ronin Omega 
is... Let’s just say 
“unavailable”. 

You seem to have a lot of that 
of late. 

Whatever working arrangement 
you have with my mentor does 
not translate into one with me. 

I’m not really a “team player”. 

My mission is a bit more 
personal. 

Ravenclaw said the 
same thing five 
years ago when I 
first asked him 
for help. 

I respected his 
decision then and 
I would respect 
yours today. 
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Look into 
Duarte.  Find out 
what you can. 

And, in return, 
I’ll give you 
everything that I 
have on Jack the 
Blade. 

I should have everything you 
need before Duarte leaves. 

Have your part ready by then. 

Lady Esther Glacia 
United Nations Liaison 

Xavier? 

I thought I 
saw someone 
talking with 
you. 

Just someone 
from 
maintenance, 
Lady Esther. 

Took the 
wrong stairs. 

I see... 

And your talk 
with John Battle? 

Turns out there’s 
a lot more to 
Duarte’s story 
than meets the 
eye when it 
comes to the 
Yavapai deal. 

We should know 
more soon. 

“In the meantime, 
John’s off-the-
board.” 

“And hopefully he’ll 
stay that way.” 

Just outside U.N.T.I.L. Headquarters 
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Get out of this 
city, hack! 

And who 
are you 
supposed 
to be? 

I’m just your 
average 
Hometown Hero. 

Someone who 
actually works 
for a living 
instead of 
slacking off on 
some longtime 
family scam. 
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You wear the 
colors of 
America, and 
then you claim 
to be Indian. 

Now it turns 
out that you’re 
neither. 

You don’t know a 
thing about me, and 
you sure as hell 
have no standing 
to judge who is an 
American. 

You better stop now 
before you do 
something that you 
can’t walk back. 

HEY! 

I ain’t done 
with you! 

I’m not some 
squaw you can 
trick into bed by 
claiming to be a 
fake warrior. 

When I say get 
out of this city, 
I mean it!  You’re 
done here! 

That is your one 
and only warning! 

Hacks like you 
give heroes a 
bad name. 

The next time you 
put your hands on 
me, boy, I will 
shatter every single 
bone in them! 
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WCOC Studios, Westside 

Pedro Duarte? 

Hi.  We talked 
on the phone. 

I’m Mercedes Reale.   

Welcome to 
Millennium City. 

Pedro Duarte 
International Reporter 

Yes... The local 
reporter. 

You’ll forgive 
me... But I’m not 
used to being in 
studios that are 
so... Small. 

Well our facility 
may be small 
compared to New 
York or Los 
Angeles, but we do 
have our share of 
award-winning 
talent here. If you don’t mind, 

Senorita, we 
should get right 
to the interview. 

I have a very busy 
schedule. 

O-of course. 

Follow me.  
I’ll take you 
to our studio. 

Oh yes... 
Lead the 
way... 

Yes, I’m sure you 
make your local 
chamber of 
commerce very 
proud. 
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You never could 
pass up an offer 
to explore a new 
mystical artifact, 
could you, Elite? 

Elite Ice 
Elemental Mystic 

Lady Esther! 

I had heard 
you were here! 

I actually came here for 
the books. 

The mystical library has 
more books than my own 
family’s sanctum. 

I was thinking of 
borrowing a few. 

And then there is this 
ancient rune portal. 

Ever the student, 
even after you’ve 
graduated. 

I’m surprised you 
didn’t become a 
teacher. 
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I was hoping that when 
I suggested that the 
Major recruit you all 
those years ago that 
you’d move beyond 
books and studies. 

Maybe even get some 
actual adventures in. 

Oh I have, Lady Esther. 

The Major has been 
keeping me quite busy. 

But... I can’t help but 
keep coming back to my 
studies. 

The key to magic is, 
after all, always 
about learning. 

What is your 
impression 
of the Major? 

Does he 
seem... Single
-minded to 
any cause? 

Like I said, he’s 
been keeping me 
busy doing stuff. 

Mostly research, 
which I don’t mind. 

But I do get to 
stretch my legs 
out with certain 
missions. 

Has he mentioned 
any kind of 
conspiracies? 

Any kind of weird 
organization 
that you’ve never 
heard of? 

The only weird 
organizations he 
talks about are the 
ones that are pretty 
much known...  

VIPER, ARGENT, PSI, 
the Gold Standard 
Agency. 

There was a time 
where I had my 
doubts about my 
best friend, 
though. 

I mean, I brought 
Keira in to help 
me against the 
Nationalist six 
years ago* 

(* Issue #7) 

I knew she was doing some 
“shady” activities at the time, 
but I didn’t even think twice 
about what kind of stuff they 
were. 

Cross was suspicious, though. 

But... I guess he was able to 
clear things up with her, 
because she’s still on the team. 
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I see... And 
where is 
she now? 

Arizona. 
She was sent over 
there last night.  
She didn’t say why. 

Have you... Thought 
about visiting some 
of the other U.N.T.I.L. 
locations? 

The Canadian 
Wilderness, for 
instance, would love 
to have someone with 
your talents helping 
them with their 
problems. 

I’ve thought 
about it. 

But every time I 
meditate on the 
idea, I feel a 
terrible presence 
looming over the 
area. 

Force Station Steelhead 

Canadian Wilderness, Canada 

“It’s a little hard to 
describe it to a non-
mystic, except to say 
it’s like that feeling 
you get when someone 
is staring at you.” 

“Only multiply 
that by a 
hundred times.” 

“Don’t get me 
wrong... I 
still want to 
visit there.” 

“Just... When I 
have a little 
more power and 
experience.” 
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John Battle’s Loft 

I can’t 
believe I 
even said 
that... 

“Boy”! 

I actually called 
someone “Boy”! 

Like I was 
channeling my 
Uncle. 

Sounds like he 
deserved being 
called “boy”. 

How old was 
this guy? 

Dee Risk 
AKA: Starlett 

Early 20’s, if 
that. 

But that’s just 
it, Dee... I’m only 
about a decade 
older than him 
and I’m calling 
him “boy”! 

*SIGH* 

Can you come by 
before you have 
to go to the 
club? 

Can’t.  Sorry. 

The owner asked 
me to come in a 
few hours early. 

I’m trying to get 
my playlist 
finished now. 

Okay...  

I guess I’ll 
just go online 
shipping for a 
new coffee 
maker by 
myself. 

Just don’t buy 
the first one 
you see, okay? 

I’ll come by 
after work. 

Love you. 

Love you 
back. 
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You sure we 
can’t do this 
sitting down? 

We can use the 
chairs in the 
GMMC* set. 

No?  Okay... 

(* “Good Morning 
Millennium City”) 

I’m here with 
the world-
renowned 
reporter 
Pedro Duarte 
to talk about 
his latest 
shocking 
story. 

Pedro, your look into 
the career of John 
Battle was more than 
just about his recent 
dubious land deal 
with the Yavapai. 

In fact, I’m told it 
actually spans his 
whole family’s 
history. 

Yes... In doing... 
My research on 
the subject... I... 
Discovered that 
the whole Battle 
family was a 
fraud. 

“My friends in 
the Marsh 
Foundation were 
able to trace the 
lineage of the 
Battle family...” 

... And they have 
found... With the 
exception of John 
Battle himself... 
Less than three 
percent Native 
American DNA. 

His family is no 
more Native 
American than 
yours or mine. 

That... That’s 
simply shocking! 

How were they able 
to get away with 
that kind of 
deception for 
that long? 

There were no genetic 
verification tests until 
recently. 

They were able to spread 
that lie... From 
generation to... To 
generation... Because 
there was no way to 
verify it. 

People took them at their 
word that they had 
Indian blood. 
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But what about the 
inherited traits of 
the Battle Family? 

The strength, the 
senses, the fighting 
spirit? 

All supposedly 
from the family’s 
bond with the earth. 

Er... Um... 

Genetics. 

You.. Um... You 
said it 
yourself...  

They’re inherited, 
not mystically 
bestowed. 

I don’t want to give too much 
away at this point. 

I have detailed explanations of 
everything surrounding the 
fraud that I discovered about 
the Battle family that are in my 
new book... “Legacy of Fraud”... 
Which you can purchase through 
the Real Truth website. 

The address is real-dash-truth-
dot-m-i-l-l. 

Okay... 

That’s real-
dash-truth-
dot-Mill. 

Pedro Duarte, 
it’s been a 
pleasure 
interviewing 
you. 

And... 
That’s a 
wrap. 

I’m sorry, but 
what was that? 

Why did you end 
the interview so 
quickly? 

Look, chica, you’re 
still young. 

You still have a lot 
to learn about 
selling a story. 

You can’t just give 
everything away in 
one interview.  You 
have to give little 
bits for people to eat 
at and want more. 

Well... If you 
want, you can 
take a break 
and the 
production 
people will set 
up the feed with 
Candace 
Sinclair. 
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What?!? 

No... No, that 
is totally 
unacceptable! 

Look, I want to get 
a balanced story 
here. 

You have proof that 
John Battle is a 
fraud?  Fine; let’s 
get his attorney’s 
side of it. 

No!  No, this is 
ambush 
journalism! 

You’re trying to 
trick me, Chica 
and I will not 
play your game! 

But... That’s 
not... 

Mister Duarte? 

You’re pretty 
calm for 
someone that 
just rushed 
out of an 
interview. 
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Keira Fyre 
Elemental Archer 

Somewhere in Arizona... 

Major, this is 
Keira. 

It looks like 
Sam Arkin 
won’t be able 
to tell anyone 
about his land 
deal. 

The state patrol 
were already here 
when I arrived. 

I had to use my 
United Nations ID 
to get past the 
crime scene tape 
and confirm his 
death. 

Not something I 
wanted to do. 

Dammit!  I was 
afraid of that! 

Do they know what 
the cause of 
death was? 

They said they weren’t 
too sure.  

The local coroner isn’t 
exactly the kind of 
genius you see on TV. 

I saw a lot of bruises 
and cuts on the body 
but not fatal ones. 

I think his windpipe 
may have been crushed. 

They found his body in 
the living room.   

I’m guessing from the 
smell that he had been 
dead for at least two 
days before someone 
came by and called the 
police. 

Understood. 

Okay, Keira, you 
can’t do anymore 
over there. 

Come on back. 
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Miss 
Fyre... Did you send 

another 
operative? 

I do not like your 
tone, Miss Fyre. 

And I don’t like 
being sent to an 
assignment only 
to have it taken 
by someone else, 
Mister Van Cleef. 

I presume that you have 
arrived too late and 
Mister Arkin is already 
deceased. 

That was not according 
to the plan, but it was 
something VARTECH took 
into consideration. 

“Took into...” 

Mister Van Cleef, you 
know that I am a 
professional in how I 
deal with my targets. 

You should have warned 
me that there was 
another agent in play. 

No, Miss Fyre, I 
did not have to 
do anything of 
the sort. 

As it is, the fact 
that the other 
person did the 
deed absolves 
you of any 
suspicion. 

One more thing: 

You will never 
question VARTECH in 
your assignments in 
the future. 

Acknowledge with 
one word if you 
understand. 

...  

Yes. 

*Click* 
Well if I 
didn’t do it...  

Then who 
did? 
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Renaissance Center (RenCen), Millennium City, MI 

Club Caprice: A club created for 
superheroes; where the only rule 
is that you have to be in costume. 

Of course not everyone there 
is a hero... And sometimes 
they aren’t even in costume. 

And they have found... 
With the exception of 
John Battle himself... 
Less than three percent 
Native American DNA. 

My friends... In the 
Marsh Foundation... 
Were able to trace the 
lineage of the whole 
Battle Family... 

I knew it! 

I knew he was 
a fraud all 
along! 

Can I get a 
bottle of 
water? 

You’re her aren’t 
you? 

You’re one dating 
John Battle. 

I don’t see how 
that’s any of 
your business... 
Whoever you are. 

DJ Risqué 
AKA: Dee Risk/Starlett 
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You’re dating a 
fraud, you know 
that, right? He’s going to 

go to jail 
for what he’s 
done. 

Uh... Can you 
send that water 
to the booth? 

I should be 
back up there. 

You tell your 
boyfriend that he’s 
going to jail. 

I’ll be the one to 
send him there! 

Look, you’re 
free to have 
your own 
opinion, but 
just leave me 
out of it. 

You don’t 
want to 
do that. 

She happens to 
be a friend of 
mine. 

You mess with 
her, and you 
answer to me 
and to half the 
people in this 
room. 

Smart 
move. 
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Westside 

Why did you 
make me stand 
against the 
wall like 
that? 

I looked like 
an idiot! 

B-because I 
needed t-to feed 
you your l-lines 
and I couldn’t h-
hear you sitting 
in front of those 
s-set desks. 

I have done 
hundreds of 
interviews and I 
have never needed 
assistance in any 
of them! 

Hey, you going to 
actually order 
something?  Or 
are you just 
talking to 
yourself? 

I am talking 
on the phone! 

I have a hands
-free earbud. 

Yeah, well you 
better order 
something other 
than water real 
soon or go find 
somewhere else 
to argue into 
your hand. 

W-where are you? 

You s-sound like 
you’re in a b-bar. 
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I am in a bar... 

“Sherraro’s” or 
something like that. 

Someplace without a 
TV running. 

I think someone is 
following me. 

F-follow my dir
-directions and 
I’ll-I’ll show 
you how t-t0 
lose them and 
get t-to your 
hotel. 
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Lookie lookie... 
Blond cookie! 

Send the 
Mammoth. 

I think cookie 
needs to come 
to our party! 

And we got 
her invite 
right her-- 

Cobra lords! 

If you’re looking 
for a night of pain,  
I’ll give It to you! 
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Madre di dios! 

That’s the 
Mammoth! 

Que? Shoot it!  
Shoot it! 

Don’t let her 
get out! 

That’s 
her jet! 

Too late! 

AAAAAAAH!!! 
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Aw crap! 

That’s her! 

I got 
something 
fer her! 

Let’s see 
her try to 
stick me! 

Uuhhh.. 

Fall! 

Non-lethal rounds... 

You’ll live, but 
you’ll remember me. 

You’ll remember 
that I’m watching. 

And maybe next 
time I might use 
real bullets. 

Red Sinner 
Hooded Vigilante 
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The others fled. 

They carried the 
injured ones off. 

They weren’t my 
target, though. 

Duarte Got away. 

I’m still new to 
all this. 

I’m picking up 
where ravenclaw 
left things, and 
I’m making sloppy 
mistakes. 

Mammoth: Return 
for pickup. 

Did Ravenclaw 
start this way? 

Did Nighthawk? 

Still.. The Cobra 
Lords know to 
fear me like they 
do Nighthawk. 

That’s a start. 

But I’ll be happy 
when the rest of 
the criminal 
element is afraid 
of me as well. 

And then JAck won’t 
have any friends 
that can protect 
him from me. 



30  

 

Not far from Club Caprice... 

Welcome to 
the Socrates 
System.  How 
may I assist? 

Residential 
address: 

John Battle. 

It won’t help 
you. 

It’s you... 

How did you 
manage to hack 
into SOCRATES 
like that? 

That i-is not the 
right question t-
to ask. 

The real question 
is... W-why haven’t 
you br-brought 
John Battle in to 
answer for his cr
-crimes? 

I went to his 
girlfriend’s 
workplace, but he 
wasn’t there, and 
she apparently 
has friends. 

O-of course 
they d-do. 

They al-always 
do. 

But Socrates w-
won’t give you 
John Battle’s H-
home address. 

I’ll tell you... where 
to find John Battle. 

I’ll set him up... so 
he’ll come to you. 

But... do you have 
what it takes? 

Are you ready to 
take... down the 
fraud and to... go 
home as the hero 
that your... father 
would be proud of? 

Just tell me 
where he’ll be 
and I’ll do 
the rest. 
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So he’s managed 
to get away 
from you. Not entirely. 

He checked into his 
hotel.  He ordered 
room service and pay
-per-view movies. 

He doesn’t 
behave like a 
journalist. 

He acts more 
like  a 
mercenary 
waiting for 
his next job. 

I agree... 

So if he is here 
on “assignment”, 
then why isn’t he 
checking out yet? 

He’s made his 
appearance, did 
his damage... Or 
is there still 
more to come? 

I’m guessing 
even he 
doesn’t know  
if he’s done. 

He’s being 
coached, 
that much I 
know. 

That would 
explain his 
scattered 
interview. 

Question is: 
who is the one 
coaching him? 

I have a few more resources 
I can use to try to peer into 
his background. 

If your assassin is back in 
the city, I suggest you put 
her on his trail. 

One thing a mercenary hates 
is to have another one of 
their kind after them. 
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John Battle’s loft 

You’re a little 
too soon to be 
Great Buy.  Leave 
a message. 

*CLICK* 

Hi.  You’ve reached John 
Battle. 

I’m currently screening 
all calls, so if you have 
something important to 
tell me, leave a message 
after the tone. 

John Battle... 

You do not... 
know me... 

Your girlfriend 
was confronted 
in Club Caprice. 

The man who... 
Confronted her 
called himself 
the... Hometown 
Hero. 

She is... Lucky 
to have... 
friends that 
look... Out 
for her. 

But she... Is 
not who he 
was... 
Looking for. 

The H-Hometown 
Hero is looking 
for you, J-John 
Battle. 

He w-wants t-to 
bring you down 
b-by any means 
he c-can. 
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Call Screen: 
Pick up. 

This is John 
Battle.  Who are 
you?  How do 
you know all 
this? 

I... Saw him 
outside... Club 
Caprice... Trying 
to... get your 
home address... 
From... 
Socrates. 

Then... He was... 
Asking for... The 
home address... 
Of your... 
girlfriend. 

Socrates 
wouldn’t give 
out personal 
information 
like that. 

Why didn’t you 
tell the police 
about this? 

A-about what? 

A h-hero looking 
for an-another 
hero? 

Th-that’s how they 
s-see things. 

I see him... Right now. 

He is... Standing in 
the grass.. Between 
the... Ren-Cen... And 
Champions... 
Headquarters. 

He is... Calling 
your... Name. 

If you... Don’t 
come out... He 
may go after... 
Your girlfriend 
when she leaves... 
The club. 
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It’s about time 
you showed your 
face, coward! 

Minutes later... Between the Renaissance Center 
and Champions Headquarters 

Whatever problem 
you have with me, 
you keep it with me. 

Don’t bring other 
people into this! 

The only 
problem I have 
is a criminal 
like you out 
and about! 

And that’s a 
problem I’m 
gonna fix 
right now! 

A containment 
field? 

You’re expecting 
me to dual you? 
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That’s so you can’t 
run away like you 
did the last time, 
coward. 

I told you before 
that you’re done here 
in Millennium City. 

You’re going to jail, 
and I’m going to be 
the one to send you 
there. 

Boy, you aren’t 
even near my 
power level. You turn this 

device off right 
now or I’ll smash 
it to pieces and 
have the city bill 
you for trashing 
the lawn. 
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I’m not going 
to fight you. 

You’re just 
wasting your 
time trying to 
hurt me. 

I’ll come after 
you... *Huh*... Every 
single day... 
*Huh*... Every... 
*Huh*... Single 
hour... *Huh*... 
Until I bring you 
down... *Huh* 

And if... *hh*... If I 
can’t... I’ll go after 
your girlfriend. 

*Heh*... The pretty 
redhead at the club. 

Aiding and abetting 
a known criminal. 

And if she has any 
real friends... I’ll 
take them down too. 

I can find many ways 
to hurt scum like you. 

Whatever it 
takes, I’m 
taking you 
down! 
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You’re no hero. 

You’re just a 
punk who thinks 
that might 
makes right. 

You’re lucky I 
held back my 
punches. 

Real heroes don’t 
threaten to go after 
loved ones.  Period. 

9-1-1, what 
is your 
emergency? 

This is John Battle. 

I need to report an 
aggravated assault. 

I Need police and an 
ambulance To this location. 

I’ll wait for both. 
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Elsewhere in City Center... The “Raven Cave”... 

Samuel de Raven 
CEO Millennium Insurance 

I take it the 
night wasn’t 
as productive 
as you had 
hoped. 

He spotted me.  I 
was sloppy. 

Ravenclaw would 
have done better. 

My brother was 
many things, 
but perfect was 
not one of them. 

He made his 
mistakes when 
he started out 
as well, Cassie. 

Still...  

*enf* 

Cassie Dare 
AKA: Red Sinner 

I wasn’t following 
him as Red Sinner. 

I was following him 
as Cassie Dare, your 
new investigator. 

I shouldn’t have to 
have my boss help 
bail me out. 
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Then it’s a good 
thing that “I” 
wasn’t the one that 
bailed you out. 

Equally good that 
the Mammoth has 
your voice changer 
in the PA system 
and could be 
remote-operated in 
drone mode. 

Thank you for 
that, Samuel. 

And thank you for 
giving me access 
to the hotel’s 
computer system. 

It gave me 
something to give 
Major Cross. 

That was one of 
Phillip’s little 
hacks.  All I did 
was pretend that 
it isn’t there. 

He tracked down 
many fugitives 
using that. 

I just wish I 
could use it to 
find out who 
Pedro Duarte is. 

Every lead I’ve 
been following 
has come up 
empty. 

You know... Back when I was in 
the bureau, the FBI* did an 
extensive investigation into 
Pedro Duarte’s life. 

It was after he had exposed 
some congressman’s affair. 

I wasn’t involved in the case, 
but I do know who was, and I 
do know the case was quickly 
closed by the higher-ups. 

(* Federal Bureau of Investigation) 

Hmm... I wonder why 
they closed it. 

Is there any chance 
you can get me that 
case file?  Or 
maybe have it sent 
to Major Cross? 

However... They 
might find a way 
to temporarily 
“lose” the file to 
a certain 
retired agent. 

The feds aren’t 
really friends 
with the United 
nations of late. 
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The Next Morning... 

Good morning 
Millennium City. 

We start today 
with a reported 
altercation 
between John 
Battle and a 
rookie hero. 

The altercation 
happened last 
night just outside 
of Champions 
Headquarters. 

According to eyewitnesses, the 
young registered hero, who calls 
himself the “Hometown Hero”, was 
the one that instigated the fight 
between himself and John Battle, 
the “legacy hero” who is accused 
of several frauds that we’ve been 
reporting here at WCOC. 

“Let’s start with the 
news... And, with that, we 
go to Mercedes Reale.” 

“Mercedes?” 

“Thank you, Victoria.” 

The fight was brief, 
and it resulted in 
the police being 
called and arresting 
the Hometown Hero 
on the charge of 
aggravated assault 
and making 
terrorist threats. 

The officers 
took the 
Hometown Hero 
into custody 
after 
interviewing both 
Mister Battle 
and several 
eyewitnesses. 

The Hometown Hero 
did receive several 
injuries in the 
skirmish, including 
a broken jaw and 
several smashed 
fingers. 

He was taken to 
Mercy Hospital 
while still in police 
custody. 

We have ordered the Hometown 
Hero to refrain from any 
future interactions with 
Mister Battle. 

MCPD CAPTAIN MARTIN SPEAKS ABOUT HERO VERSUS HERO FIGHT 

MCPD CAPTAIN MARTIN 

Charges were eventually 
dropped by Mister Battle, 
and we have ruled that 
this was a “Hero Versus 
Hero” skirmish. 
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DEFENDER SPEAKS OUT ON HERO VERSUS HERO ALTERCATION 

After reviewing 
the information 
from the police, I 
have to commend 
John Battle on 
how he handled 
the altercation. 

He clearly did 
things the right 
way. 

I am equally disturbed by 
the actions of the 
“Hometown Hero”, including 
reports that he threatened 
innocent civilians in his 
quest to arrest John Battle. 

No hero in good standing in 
this city behaves like that. 

Not even Nighthawk. 

The Hometown Hero 
remains in Mercy 
Hospital.   

Doctors say that 
his injuries could 
take several weeks 
to mend. 

We reached out to 
Defender, the 
leader of The 
Champions, who 
had this to say 
about the incident. 

The police had me there 
for hours, going over 
my statement over and 
over and over... 

It’s like they didn’t want 
to believe that I would 
call the police on him 
like any other citizen 
would. 

It wasn’t any easier on 
me, John. 

After what elite told 
me she stopped him 
from doing, I really 
wanted to hunt him 
down and kick his butt. 

Except I would have 
been doing it as... 
Me.  As A civilian.   

Not as Starlett, 
registered hero. 

This is the balance 
I have to keep on a 
daily basis. 

People see you as 
a hero twenty-
four-seven. 

They don’t see you 
as a civilian when 
you’re not in your 
work clothes. 

I couldn’t do that.  
I couldn’t do 
things like that 
with everyone 
knowing who I am. 
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I dunno...  

Maybe I 
should... 

What? 

At the very least, it’ll 
stop all these other 
punks from trying to 
take me in or trying to 
get to me through you. 

Maybe I should go. 

Maybe I need to go to 
the Yavapai and get to 
the bottom of this. 

John Battle, 
don’t you dare! 

Don’t try to 
push away to 
protect me! 

I’ve gone up 
against worse 
things than the 
“Hometown Hero”! 

Hell, I almost 
died because of an 
interdimensional 
mercenary!* 

I survived that, I 
can survive 
almost anything. 

(* Issue #4) 

*Sigh*... You’re right. 

Of course you’re right. 

Okay, we stay and we 
fight this. 

And... 
We win. 

Well I’m 
glad we’re 
all in 
agreement 
on that. 

Candace Sinclair 
Attorney-At-Law 

Sorry it took so long 
for me to get here... 

The flight back from 
Arizona was delayed 
because of Grond. 

But, thanks to that 
extra time, I got more 
than enough evidence 
to prove that you’ve 
been framed. 

So now we’re 
going to take on 
Pedro Duarte and 
WCOC TV... 

And we’re going 
to burn them all 
to the ground! 

Next: 

The REAL 
“Real Truth”! 
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The Nighthawk “Stigma” and “Might Makes Right” 

There have been several references in this series to the mysterious vigilante known as Nighthawk. 

Not all of these references are good.  In fact, some are very critical of him. 

So who is Nighthawk? 

Nighthawk is a vigilante in the world of the Champions. 

His name is Mark Whitaker; a very successful software programmer. 

For reasons that were never explained, Mark was driven to use his wealth and 
his genius mind to create weapons that would allow him to disguise himself and 
fight crime.  He created his own fleet of bird-shaped jets that would allow him 
to travel through the city quickly and to dispense justice from the air. 

At first, Nighthawk was an essential member of The Champions, helping the 
premiere superhero team both as an investigator and in providing technical 
support.  But Nighthawk and Defender did not see eye-to-eye when it came to 
dealing with the criminal element. 

Defender is a true boy scout when it comes to crime.  He works with the police and does everything 
asked of him to detain the bad guys and wait for the police to do the arresting. 

Nighthawk doesn’t wait for the police, and he doesn’t play nice.  He rushes in, cracks skulls, and then 
leaves the bad guys in pain and agony for the police to arrive. 

Defender believes that there are lines that you do not cross as a hero.  Nighthawk does not see some 
of those lines.  Nighthawk sees a need for justice, and sometimes justice needs to break a few rules. 

This led to Nighthawk quitting The Champions and striking out on his own. 

And then...? 

Well, apparently he vanished.  The criminal element still feared him, but there were no sightings of 
him or any of his custom Hawkwing jets.  People wondered if he died or if he just went to another 
city. 

Until there were reports of Nighthawk appearing in Millennium City and going full-villain. 

This is the in-game start of the “Nighthawk Event”, which brings Nighthawk back to Millennium 
City and brings in not only the exclusive “Nighthawk” costume set, but also the “Night Avenger” 
powerset and the special vehicles.  In fact, you can thank the first “Nighthawk Event” for the 
incorporation of vehicles into the Champions Online game. 

But let’s get back to the whole criticism of Nighthawk by Defender.  Why would Defender be critical 
of Nighthawk and bring up his name when talking about how a hero should behave? 

Simple: because Nighthawk works outside the limitations imposed on the government and on heroes. 

Nighthawk doesn’t mind inflicting excessive pain.  He operates without 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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heeding due process.  He is willing to take on anyone - even the government, and even the police - 
if he sees they are engaged in criminal activity.   

In the eyes of Defender, Nighthawk is an example of the worst of the hero community.  A true 
vigilante who ignores the rules in order to bring down evil. 

Defender fears that Nighthawk will inspire other heroes to go down the same path, or maybe even 
worse.  That they could adopt a “Might Makes Right” mindset that makes heroes no different than 
the criminal scum they claim to oppose. 

And, quite frankly, Defender has already seen that through the actions of his evil counterpart in 
the Multifaria universe.  You know his evil counterpart as the Shadow Destroyer, leader of The 
Conquerors.  Defender sees him as the evil reflection of his nightmares. 

Plus, it was six years ago that another so-called “hero” subscribed to the same “Might Makes 
Right” philosophy.  A “hero” whose extremist views not only caused death and destruction, but 
also an attempted coup of Millennium City itself.  You know this so-called “hero” as “The 
Nationalist”, and his rise and fall were shown here in “Future’s Guardian” #6-8. 

With these ready-made examples, it’s easy to see why someone like Defender would be quick to 
invoke Nighthawk’s name when chastising heroes. 

It’s a good thing, then, that Nighthawk isn’t as active in Millennium City as he used to be.  He 
only shows up when someone is trying to truly defame him. 

However, just because Nighthawk isn’t around as much as he used to, that doesn’t mean that he 
has really left Millennium City.  After all, Nighthawk will always come to the rescue of his 
girlfriend... the nosy reporter you know as Julie Morgan. 

Even a vigilante needs a damsel in distress to rescue. 

Continued from previous page... 

What is the REAL TRUTH 
about the “Real Truth” 
reporter Pedro Duarte? 

And who is behind the fraud 
charges against John Battle? 

It all comes to a head in 
the next issue! 
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